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is removed from the competence of the State and placed within
the competence of some kind of national diets. National cultural
autonomy artificially divides the workers living in one locality,
and even working in the same industrial enterprise, according to
their various "national cultures5'; in other words, it strengthens
the ties between the workers and the bourgeois culture of in-
dividual nations, whereas the aim of the Social-Democrats is to
develop the international culture of the world proletariat.
The Party demands that a fundamental law shall be embodied
in the constitution annulling all privileges enjoyed by any nation
whatever and all infringements of the rights of national minorities.
The interests of the working class demand that the workers of
all the nationalities of Russia should have common proletarian
organisations: political, trade union, educational institutions of
the co-operatives, and so forth. Only such common organisations
of the workers of the various nationalities will make it possible
for the proletariat to wage a successful struggle against inter-
national capital and bourgeois nationalism.
The Resolution on the National Question adopted
by the April Conference, 1917.
Come out from the small, untidy huts
Into the open, ye sons of the people!
See how bright the fire is burning. . . .
Russia calls upon us to build a new life,
To fight for the peasant's cause. . . .
Enough of weariness and laziness.
Awake from the age-long sleep,
Ye ploughmen, my brothers.                KUZMICHEV.
The ownership of the land in Russia is the basis for immense
oppression, and the confiscation of the land by the peasants is
the most important step of our. Revolution. But it cannot be
separated from the other steps, as is clearly manifested by the
stages through which the Revolution has had to pass. The first
stage was the crushing of autocracy and the crushing of the
power of the industrial capitalists and landowners, whose interests
are closely related. The second stage was the strengthening of
the Soviets and the political compromise with the bourgeoisie.
The mistake of the Left Socialist Revolutionaries lies in the fact